United States Department of State

Washéngz’on? DG 23520

August 28, 2003

Mr, John Pettit
NASA

Dear M, Peitif:

This morning you inguired with me regarding the use of official passporis for
U.S. Government employees traveling abroad for Government business. Specifically vou
wished to know if there were any regulations requiring U.S, Government employess to
exclusively use an official passport when abroad on Government business.

 Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 53 3(b) states:

“An official passport s issued t0 an official or employes of the 1.S. Government
procesding abroad in the discharge of official duties. Where appropriate, dependents of

such perscns may be ssued official passports.”

It 15 implicit In this regulation and our general stated policy, that when a person s
traveling abroad on behalf of the U.S. Government the individual does so using an
official passport. Reciprocally, the U.S, Government requires employees of foreign
govermmnents to use their versions of oificial passports when they come to this country on
behalf of thelr government. This is a traditional practics armong governmeits and an
mternationally recognized policy.

- Also, the United States is a signatory to the multilateral Vienua Convention on
Diplomatic and Consular Relations the terms of which lays out how our consular
fepresentatives and government officials are to be documented when assigned or
iraveling on official business to other signatory couniries. ' -

There are also seversl other reasons why an official passport should be used when

“raveling on behalf of the U.S. Govérnment:

Today, most forelgn governments will not issue visas to persons who state the

purpose of travel as U.S. Government business and present a tourist passport.
Foreign governments look askance at individuals to appear to be hiding thefr true
purpose oftravel. Ofientimes when such an incident ocours the Department
reveives a complaint fom the Foreign Ministry of the coumtry involved.

Qbvicusly the U.S. Government prefers that stich complainis not be lodged.

¢ My countries will also deny entry to Individuals o state they are traveling og
oﬁczal business but present a tourdst passport. This coniravenes the eutry
requirsments of foreign povernments and sometimes is seen as an attampt to
violate their netional sovercignty by zﬁisrep;:esentiﬂg the true ppose for whick
the traveler has sntered the country. ' -

= Paillwe to use the comect documentation can lead to serious breaches to
reciprocity sgreements we have with foreign countries, These agreernents ars
bard-won arid are hitrinsically Important m smoothing the way business s dons
betweer ouzselves and varjous forefen 9o vernments, '

*»  Failure to enter 2 country uging an oficial passport can lead to difficulties on
leaving the particular country. U.S. Goverrrment smployess have baen detajned
on departure by foreien immigration officials for failmg to enter the country for
oticial business using the correct. DAsSpoTL.

»  Most importantly, security copcerns mendate that official travelers identify
themiselves as such. In the event of an smezgency o1 other problems hearers of
official passports have quicker access to host govermment and thus, greater
protection. It also assists owr consular officials abroad Lo verdfy an individual's -
affiliation should problems arfse or in the event of an emergency.
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I hope this will be of assistance to you. If'you have any further questions plesse do not

hesitate to coatact myself or the Director of this Agency, Barbara Chesman.

Jmcerely,

o il
S
Randall J. Beyins
Assistant Director
Special Tssuance Agehcy




